
 
PEACE POSTER KITS  

NOW ON SALE 
FROM CLUB SUPPLIES SALES 

FEBRUARY 15, 2019
International Childhood 

 Cancer Day 

Friday FEBRUARY 22
10.00am VDG Training 

Holiday Inn Gateway Centre 
Flint

Friday FEBRUARY 22
7.30pm Lions Michigan Forum 

Service Project
Holiday Inn Gateway Centre 

Flint

Saturday FEBRUARY 23
8.00am Lions Michigan Forum 
Holiday Inn Gateway Centre 

Flint

Sat-Sun FEBRUARY 22-23
Council of Governors Meeting

MARCH 2
MD11 Lions Convention 

Committee 10.00am 
Lions State Office

MAY 16-18
MD11 Lions Convention 

Auburn  Hills Centerpointe 
Marriott

 
Check our website for updates 

and additional information  
www.lionsofmi.com
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Events:

LIONS FORUM 22ND AND 23RD FEBRUARY 2019

lions pride

UPCOMING

2019 MICHIGAN LIONS FORUM –
STRENGTHENING OUR FUTURE

More information and Permission 
Slip for Leo’s on pages 4 and 5

MICHIGAN 
LIONS FORUM 
TO FEATURE 
PDG RONNIE 

MARTIN
Recruiting New Members in the 21st Century 

Rethink how to recruit new members into your club.  PDG Ronnie Martin of Freeport, Texas, 
will lead a breakout session which will give insight into new methods to achieve our member-
ship needs.

Luncheon Keynote Address – PDG Ronnie Martin

About Leo’s!

New Things are on the Horizon for Lions:
We have changed the way we interact with each other over the last few years.  Texting is a 
new way of communication for many, for example.  Our organization is changing in the United 
Sates! Technology is our future and we need to embrace this change.  We don’t need to throw 
out our tried-and-true methods, rather be open to a new way of thinking as to how WE SERVE.

The White Cane Committee has selected three recipients of the 2019 Lions White Cane 
Scholarship.  You will meet these amazing young people during the luncheon and hear their 
powerful stories.    

Sixteen breakout sessions will empower you with the tools to Strengthen our Future as Lions!
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> PRIDE NEWS  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S Pride
WENDY BURNS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Yours in Service,

Lion Wendy Burns
Executive Director

FELLOW LIONS: Have you ever wondered what it 
would be like to visit another country? Well Lions 
International can help you discover a little bit of many 
different countries.

We  are in need of host families for Foreign Stu-
dents every summer from  the end of June 
through the end of August for three to eight weeks  
depending on when your family is available.
 
All students will spend the week of July 21st-27th at 
our Youth Exchange Camp.  If  you  have an extra bed  
in your home  and the interest in  another country 
and their culture, contact me for more information.  
 
Michigan students between the ages of 15 and 
19 are encouraged to appply to become an Ex-
change student and travel for the summer.  

Some of the countries that we have students coming 
from are:
  
Mexico, Mongolia, Brazil, Germany, Belgium, France, 
Italy, Japan and maye even more.
  
For  more information about hosting or becoming 
an Exchange student please contact lioneileen53@
gmail.com or visit the Lions International website at:  

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-ap-
proach/youth/youth-camps-and-exchange

Lion Eileen Delaney 

LIONS Youth Exchange
HISTORY 
CORNER!

The Michigan Forum began in 
the late 1970’s as the White Cane 
Symposium.  In 1977 there were 240 
attendees and the registration fee 
was $3.00/person.  The highlight of 
the program was the crowning of the 
White Cane Queen.  The White Cane 
Queen went on to represent Lions all 
over the state at various events such 
as parades and community events, 
and participated in club events and 
speaking engagements.  

White Cane Symposium 

Lions Michigan Forum
In 1999 the White Cane Symposium became the Michigan Lions Forum 
and is still a popular Lions event to this day, with attendance reaching as 
high as 315.  The Michigan Forum committee is a hard-working group 
dedicated to the continued success of this educational and informational 
workshop.

NEW - LIONS HISTORY CORNER... 

In November of 1919, the Grand Rapids Lions Club was organized, making Michigan 
the 11th District - or MD 11 – and second in our state – to form a Lions Club.  The very 
first club in Michigan was located in Marquette, also in 1919, which we recognize as 
Single District 10. It is with great pride that 99 years and 10 months later, our association 
remains strong to this day. 

We’ve adopted Lions International Global causes and made them the focus of our core 
areas of service, as well.  Lions Serve.  It has never been more evident that today.  Read 
on for information regarding our areas of service.  

DIABETIS
Diabetes is our new global service focus and a key addition to the Centennial 
Service Challenge. Consider hosting awareness campaigns, screening programs 
and helping expand treatment to stop this devastating disease. Your club has one 
more year to serve in honor of the Lions Centennial. There will be a breakout 
session during the MD 11 Lions Convention which will focus on “harnessing 
the power of diet” and how what we need to do to take care of ourselves. 
 
CHILDHOOD CANCER
Children are a gift to the world, yet every two minutes a child is diagnosed with cancer 
and less than half of the world’s children have access to effective care. Children who 
survive cancer are often left with debilitating effects that can impact their physical 
development and ability to learn. That’s why Lions are answering the call to expand 
access to life-saving treatment and support the children and families who need us most. 
We are working to give children with cancer a second chance at life.  Plan to attend 
an informational breakout session at the MD 11 Lions Convention on the fight against 
Childhood Cancer.
 
HUNGER
Nearly one billion people go to bed hungry every night. That’s why Lions and Leos are hard 
at work addressing this global need by providing help and hope to the children, families 

and neighbors who need it most. Lions and Leos distribute food to schoolchildren, stock 
food banks, create sustainable community gardens and lead community food drives to fight 
hunger where they live and work. We work to sustain life and dignity for the most vulnerable 
among us.  Hunger exists in every community.  Look for ways to help in yours, and share 
your plan of action with fellow members through your district newsletter and the Lion Pride. 

VISION
Lions and Leos save sight. Since Helen Keller challenged Lions to become “Knights of the 
Blind” in 1925, we have improved eye health and eye care for hundreds of millions of 
people around the world. Today, 80% of vision impairments are preventable or curable, 
so our service is more important than ever before. Lions and Leos screen vision, educate 
our communities, build clinics and support the blind and visually impaired through assistive 
technology and vocational training programs. We work to preserve the precious gift of sight 
for the world.  Project KidSight is here to help screen young children in your community. 

ENVIRONMENT
|The health of our planet is essential to life. The environment impacts the quality of our air and 
water, the availability of food and medicine, the health and beauty of our local communities, 
and the future of us all. Lions and Leos are meeting environmental challenges at the local and 
global level by planting trees, organizing recycling programs, providing clean drinking water 
and cleaning up communities to help preserve our environment for generations to come. We 
believe that a healthy planet is fundamental to the wellbeing of all.  

Stay tuned, Lions!  Plans for our 100th 
Anniversary are in the works, and you are the 
reason for the celebration.  

W.C. Queen 
Karla Simons  
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SPOTLIGHT <

DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S Spotlight 
GOVERNOR SHIRLEY KELLY, MD 11 A1

With the beginning of a new year, it is the start of the last phase of 
our governorship!  
 
 
Where has the time gone?  For me, it has been nonstop since the 
term 2016-2017 when elected as 2nd Vice District Governor.  

When starting that term, I was sure that I knew all I needed to know 
about Lionism, after all, I had attended at least eight USA/Canada 
Forums, Michigan Forums, Lions University, and Higgins Lake, but 
what a surprise after my first day in GLT Karen Rouston’s class.

I felt bombarded with information that she assured us that we would 
need to have a good year as governor.  How right she was, but I still 
currently ask IPDG Treppa for additional information. 

The next year, as 1st VDG, I am feeling proud about the great head 
start I had received by attending with the 1st VDG the year before.  
Surprise!!! The new GLT, Jeff Mayuiers, didn’t just give us a review of 
the previous year, he had a whole package of information for us. 

Then we went to Indianapolis.  Here, we get a repeat of the Districts’ 
GLTs instructions about writing goals for our Districts.  Back home, we 
have online assignments to set goals for our District. 

The next thing you know, it is convention time.  At the end of the 
weekend, some think the Governors are already PDGs and you are 
seemingly starting to receive emails and calls 24/7 for assistance from 
the community and members.  This is fine, since you have these great 
Region and Zone Chairs that you will be able to rely on to serve with 
you.  It isn’t long before you find out that your expectations from 
some might be overly estimated.

Finally, it is on to Las Vegas.  Guess what, more training.  Now we 
add information about the 50th Anniversary of LCIF and Diabetes.  
Back home, we start club visits.  I am most eager to share all the 
great information and training with the clubs.  After the first few 
visits, I am amazed at how much the Lions of 11-A1 are already 
doing.  Whether it is a vision screening, working at food kitchen or 
helping families in need, the Lions of the District are there.

Not only are the Lions of my District but all the Lions of Michigan 
are continuously helping their fellow man and they are having fun 
doing this great service for their communities.

During the second half of the fiscal year, I look forward to meeting 
with the rest of the Clubs as they continue to fight diabetes, hunger, 
childhood cancer, vision and youth.

To my District and the rest of the Michigan Lions, I wish you to have 
the best New Year ever and a great second half of our governorship. 

Governor Shirley Kelly, MD 11-A1

As the Baldwin Lions Club meeting was drawing 
to and end on August 28th, the members were 
faced with a challenge to return to their homes. 
The villages of Baldwin and Idlewild were struck 
with F-1 tornados without a warning! 

Trees toppled on cars, homes, blocked roads, 
and left both communities without electricity for 
ten days. 
Emergency shelters were set up at the Baldwin 
Community School and the village of Baldwin fire 
department. The Red Cross was called to assist. 
They distributed blankets, water, tarps, rakes and 
other clean up supplies. The Salvation Army set 
up a kitchen at the Fire Station to prepare three 
meals per day for any and all residents without 
power or those that had to relocate. A group of 
volunteers from Christian Aid Ministries, based 
out of state, showed up, with chain saws in hand, 
ready to help open up roads.
In the coming days ahead, the community pulled 
together, neighbors helping neighbors, checking 
on those residents still blocked in by downed 
trees or no transportation due to trees smashing 
their vehicles. 

As the roads were opened up and travel became 
possible, members of the Baldwin Lions Club 
reached out to assist the community. The 
major difficulty for residents was the lack of 
electricity. Lake County, where these effected 
areas are located has 11,000 residents, 10,000 
were without power, which included half the 
membership of the Baldwin Lions club. 

After evaluating the long term situation, it 
became apparent the massive loss of food, for 

both individuals and the three local food pantries 
would be the focus of assistance the Lions could 
provide. There were five senior meal locations in 
Lake County facing food loss due to the extended 
power outage. 

The local Lions club immediately reached out to 
the LCIF Disaster Relief program for help. PDG 
Laura Johnson contacted the directors of the 
local pantries and meal programs to get an idea 
of the volume of lost food. She quickly learned 
the Irons Missionary pantry, refrigerator and 
freezer inventory were a total loss, with no money 
remaining in the church budget to restock so area 
residents could receive the help they  needed. The 
Bread of Life pantry, operated by St. Ann’s Catholic 
Church, was able to salvage some of their freezer 
contents, but all their dairy and produce was lost. 
The senior meals sites throughout the county, also 
operated by St. Ann’s, had a loss of over $4,300 
due to the power outages. The Edgett Wesleyan 
Pantry suffered similar losses. 
With Lake County having the poorest economy in 
the state, area residents heavily rely on help from 
these programs. LCIF’s grant to this area, helped 
solved the problems of food and need that was 
experienced by these two communities.

Thanks to the generosity of LCIF, a grant 
of $10,000 was awarded to District 11 E-1!  

WE ARE EXTREMELY GRATEFULLY To LCIF for 
their support! IT IS GREAT TO BE A LION!

by Laura Johnson, 11 E-1

LCIF DISASTER GRANT IN ACTION DISTRICT 11-E1

LCIF ACTION IN A CRISIS... 
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Please complete the registration form and send it 
along with a check to Michigan Lions Forum, 

5730 Executive Drive • Lansing, MI 48911
Telephone 517-887-6640 or Fax 517-887-6642

 This event will fill quickly!

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
Lions of Michigan

List food allergies or dietary requirements:

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

 Check here for the forum book on CD r
 (For visually impaired only) 

Name   _____________________________________
Address ____________________________________
Club Name   _________________________________
District   ____________________________________
Contact Phone_______________________________
Email   _____________________________________

Names of Registrants

1. _________________________________________
2.  _________________________________________
3.  _________________________________________

4.  _________________________________________

#  ____  Registrants at $40.00/person* $ __________
*Registration fee is $40.00 and includes lunch, forum 

and proceeding booklet. $40.00 price is for 
reservations received before February 8, 2019. 

After 2/8/19 $45.00. 

Registration Form

REGISTER 
EARLY!

Michigan Lions
FORUM

Mark the sessions you plan to attend

FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION 7:30 p.m.  
q_Large Group Service Project
q_Hospitality Suite -The Fillmore -  9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY SESSIONS:
7:00 a.m. - Registration
8:00 a.m. - General Session 

Session 1 Breakout Session - 8:30 a.m.  (Check One)

q_New Voices

q_Recruiting New Members in the 21st Century

q_Broadening Our Horizons

q_Hi, I’m new here. Which way do I go?

Session 2 Breakout Session - 9:30 a.m. (Check One) 
q__Defense Against Diabetes (D.A.D.) Grant

q__100 Service Projects for Small to Large Clubs

q__Retention

q__Public Speaking

Session 3 Breakout Session - 10:30 a.m. (Check One) 

q__The Art of Tailtwisting

q__Keeping Members Motivated and Engaged

q__Beaumont Silent Children’s Fund  

q__Creative Leaders! Water Color Art Class 
      (Limited to 35)

Session 4 Breakout Session - 11:30 a.m. (Check One) 

q__Mentoring

q__Harnessing the Power of Social Media

q__LCIF Empowering Service

q__Leadership Institute

12:30 p.m. - Lunch,  White Cane Scholarships, 
Keynote Address, Closing Remarks 
& Door Prize Drawing

Strengthening 
Our Future

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION FORM  PLEASE PRINT 
LEO NAME  PHONE 

NUMBER 
 

LEO CLUB  EMAIL 
ADDRESS 

 

GRADE  DATE OF 
BIRTH 

 

MEDICAL 
CONDITIONS 

 
 
 

FOOD 
ALLERGIES 

 
 
 

OTHER 
ALLERGIES 

 
 

RESTRICTIONS  
 

SPECIAL 
DIETARY 
NEEDS 

 

EMERGENCY 
CONTACT #1 

 PHONE 
NUMBER 

 

EMERGENCY 
CONTACT #2 

 PHONE 
NUMBER 

 

REGISTRATION INCLUDES LUNCH & SUPPLIES FOR 3 DIFFERENT MAKE-AND-TAKE SERVICE PROJECTS. 

PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORMS AND PAYMENT (VIA CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 

MADE OUT TO AMY ANDERSON) TO:  LEO CHAIR AMY ANDERSON, 23891 MAY STREET, 
EDWARDSBURG, MI 49112.   

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS FEBRUARY 15 TO GUARANTEE LUNCH FOR 
REGISTRANT.         PLEASE COMPLETE BOTH SIDES 

Michigan Forum  
February 22nd-23rd 2019  

Holiday Inn Gateway Center Flint
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MI LIONS FORUM 2019 <

LIONS MICHIGAN FORUM  
advertising options

LIONS MICHIGAN FORUM  
exhibitors agreement

EXHIBITOR’S AGREEMENT 
MICHIGAN LIONS FORUM 2019 

Please reserve a display table for the undersigned at the 2019 Michigan Lions Forum, held at the Holiday Inn 
Gateway Center, Flint, Michigan on February 23, 2019. Enclosed is a check covering the exhibition fee of 
$50.00/$85.00. The charge is fully refundable only if, for any reason, the forum is canceled or moved to another 
city or in case of fire or other catastrophic occurrence to the property. All conditions stated in the letter of 
invitation shall be accepted and followed by all exhibitors and their representatives. 

The undersigned releases the Lions of Michigan Multiple District 11 and its agents from any and all liabilities that 
may arise or be asserted as a result of participation in this exhibition. The Lions of Michigan Multiple District 11, 
Inc. will determine the eligibility of any company or product for exhibit. Acceptance of an exhibitor for the MD 11 
Michigan Forum does not imply endorsement of the product or services, nor does rejection imply lack of approval 
of the product or manufacturer. 

Exhibitors shall take precautions to provide security to safeguard their property during show hours. It is 
understood that neither the Lions of Michigan Multiple District 11, Inc. nor the Holiday Inn Gateway Centre, Flint 
(nor legal entities which own, lease and/or operate it), nor their members, officers, directors or employees shall be 
responsible for injury to any person or persons for loss or damage to property belonging to the exhibitor or any 
person or persons while in transit to or from the hotel or while in the hotel property or otherwise.  The exhibitor 
assumes complete responsibility and liability for all injury to any and all persons or property in any way connected 
with exhibitor’s display caused by the exhibitor, his agents, representatives or employees. The exhibitor 
indemnifies and agrees to hold harmless the Lions of Michigan Multiple District 11, Inc. and the Holiday Inn 
Gateway Centre, Flint (and legal entities which own, lease and/or operate it), their members, officers, directors 
and employees against any and all liability whatsoever arising from any or all damage to property or personal 
injury caused by exhibitor or his agents, representatives, employees or any other persons.    

EXHIBITOR’S SPECIAL 
EXHIBITOR TABLE ONLY:  $50.00 

EXHIBITOR TABLE, ONE LUNCH TICKET 
AND full page ad in the Michigan Forum booklet for just $85.00! 

 
 

PLEASE RESERVE A DISPLAY TABLE FOR ME ON FEBRUARY 23, 2019 AT THE MICHIGAN LIONS FORUM 
HELD AT THE HOLIDAY INN GATEWAY CENTRE, FLINT, MICHIGAN 

 Name:                                                                                 

Business:                                                                                        Club: 
Billing Address: 
(City, state, zip) 
Home Phone:                                                                                  Business Phone: 
Email address:                                                                                Cell Phone: 
DO YOU REQUIRE AN ELECTRICAL HOOK-UP?        
Enclosed is my check for $ 

Please send completed form and checks to: Lions of Michigan Forum
5730 Executive Drive • Lansing, MI 48911

2019 LIONS OF MICHIGAN FORUM 
ADVERTISEMENT OPTIONS

Listed below are several options to sponsor a personal or business ad in the 2019 Lions of Michigan Forum 
Book. Placing an ad shows fellow Lions, Lioness and Leos you support the Michigan Forum.

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES
 1. 1/8 page ad business card size 3.6 x 2.3” ......................................... $10.00

 2. 1/4 page ad 3.6x4.8” (vertical) or 7.5 x 2.3” (horizontal) ................ $15.00

 3. 1/2 page ad 3.6x10” (vertical) or 7.5 x 4.8” (horizontal) ................. $25.00

 4. 3/4 page ad 7.5 x 7.4” ...................................................................... $40.00

 5. full page ad 7.5 x 10” ....................................................................... $50.00 
EXHIBITOR’S SPECIAL! 

Rent an exhibitor’s table (includes one lunch ticket) 
and run a full page ad in the Michigan Forum book for just $85.00!

LIONS OF MICHIGAN FORUM ADVERTISING FORM

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
 Lion       Lioness

Billing Address: ________________________________________________________________________

(street) ________________________________________________________________________________

(city, state, zip) _________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: _________________________________    Business Phone: __________________________

email address: ____________________________________    Cell Phone: __________________________

CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
______ Included is a print ready ad or message
______ Please design my personal or business ad to read:

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Ad Size:     1/8 page  1/4 page  1/2 page  3/4 page  full page      TOTAL COST: $  _________________

Signature: _________________________________________    DATE:  ___________________________

**NOTE**
Please note that all ads 

MUST be prepaid. 

Lions/Lioness Club Name ___________________________________________________

District ___________________________________________ Date _________________

UNITS ITEM UNIT PRICE TOTAL

Miniature Plastic White Canes 1000/bag $140.00

Punched Cards 500/bundle $15.00

String Tags 1000/box $57.00

White Cane Stickers (roll) 1000/roll $25.00

White Cane Appliques 500/bundle $65.00

Bib Apron Each $14.00

Waist Apron Each $8.00

White Cane Placemats 500/bundle $21.00

Eyeglass Collection Box (large) Each $7.50

Eyeglass Collection Box (small) Each $5.50

Extra Eyeglass Box Stickers (set of 3) Each $3.00

White Cane Law Pamphlets 250/bundle $20.00

Certificate of Appreciation Each .60¢

White Cane Bookmarks 100/bundle $10.00

Leader Patch Each $3.00

Leader Pin Each $3.00

Individually Wrapped Mints (Peppermint or Wintergreen) 750 per box $20.00

42” Wooden Cane Each $15.00

** Shipping and Handling

TOTAL:

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City: ________________________ Zip ___________

Phone:  _____________________

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City: ________________________ Zip ___________

WHITE CANE ORDER FORM

Order Form Online: www.lionsofmi.com
Mail to: Lions of Michigan • 5730 Executive Drive, Lansing, MI 48911 • (517) 887-6640 ext. 10 • fax: (517) 887-6642

 **You will be billed for shipping and handling fees.

SHIPPING ADDRESS: BILLING ADDRESS:

Check here to pick up at the Forum!

LIONS MICHIGAN FORUM ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY 
Show your PRIDE at the Forum with an advertisement or announcement in the official proceedings booklet.  

Space is limited, and price is affordable!
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>  LIONS NEWS

On June 28, 2018, Governor Rick Snyder approved Public Act 255, creating a Lions 
of Michigan Foundation Fund within the Michigan Department of Treasury for the 
purpose of collecting funds donated to the Lions of Michigan Foundation through  
annual Michigan income tax return filings.  Any Michigan Tax Payer may now support 
the Lions of Michigan Foundation by simply checking the appropriate donation box 
and indicating the amount of their donation on Form 4642:  Michigan Voluntary 
Contribution Schedule when they file their Michigan Income Tax Return - Form 
MI-1040. 
 
The Lions of Michigan Foundation is now 1 of 8 Michigan charities with this very 
distinct honor, which requires the approval of the Michigan House of 
Representatives, Senate and Governor.  It was made possible through the 
dedication and support of Representative Wendell Byrd who introduced the 
legislation and Speaker of the House Tom Leonard who advocated for the legislation 
and strong bipartisan support throughout the Michigan Legislature. 
 
The Lions of Michigan Foundation is a public charity that was created in 1984 to help 
Michigan Lions Clubs provide community services.  The foundation works in 
partnership with its member Lions Clubs and other organizations to address serious 
human needs and improve quality of life. 
 
The Lions of Michigan Foundation helps financially struggling Michigan residents 
whose options for affordable medical treatment are limited.  Primarily, the foundation 
provides vision, hearing and emergency services aimed at helping Michigan 
residents maintain their independence, excel in school and prosper in life. 
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LIONS NEWS <

The Lion Pride (USPS 978-200) is published monthly for the Lions members of Multiple District 
11, Michigan, except for the combined issues of January/February, April/May, July/August and 
September/October, at Lion Pride Magazine, 5730 Executive Drive, Lansing, MI 48911. Lions 

receive the publication for annual dues/subscription rate of $4.50. Advertisements must reach 
the above address by the 15th of the month for publication in the following month’s issue. All 

clubs must send their own news and pictures to their district editor, allowing ample time for the 
district editor to forward the copy to meet the deadline stated above. Clubs or individuals must 

send their information to their district editor, not to the publication.  
 

Periodicals postage paid in Lansing, MI 48911.
 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Lion Pride Magazine,

5730 Executive Drive, Lansing, MI 48911
Wendy Burns, Editor

 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION: Please notify your post office and club secretary immediately if you 
change your address so that your Lion Pride copy can be mailed to your correct address. New labels 
are prepared by Lions Clubs International and usually require 2-3 months before taking effect. For 
advertising rates, please contact Lion Pride Magazine, 5730 Executive Drive, Lansing, MI 48911.

For information on state projects or the state office, contact 5730 Executive Drive, Lansing, MI 
48911, (517) 887-6640, fax (517) 887-6642. 

Edited by: Wendy Burns 
5730 Executive Drive • Lansing, MI 48911

(517) 887-6640 • fax (517) 887-6642
www.lionsofmi.com

 
LION PRIDE MAGAZINE

Put your leadership skills to work for 
the Lions of Michigan!

Two and three-year terms for State Committee Chair positions are open for the 
following committees:

Leader Dogs for the Blind – State Chairperson (2-year term) 
Lions Youth Exchange – State Chairperson (2-year term)
Michigan Lions Forum – State Chairperson (3-year term)
Publication Advisory – State Chairperson (2-year term) 
Reading Action Plan –State Chairperson (2-year term)

White Cane – State Chairperson (2-year term)

Please submit your letter of interest to:   
Lion Wendy Burns, Executive Director

 
5730 Executive Drive • Lansing, MI 48911

(517) 887-6640 • fax (517) 887-6642
Email: wburns@lionsofmi.com

If you are planning on attending the 102nd International Lions Convention, the historic, metropolitan city of Milan, Italy 
welcomes you!  You will need a passport, so this is the time to check and make sure yours is valid with at least 6 months of 
remaining time from the start of your travel.   Following is some information about travel and the top things to see in Milan. 

AIRPORTS:
Malpensa Airport (MXP), 28 miles NW of Milan
Linate Airport (LIN), 5 miles east of Milan
There are bus, train, taxi and private shuttle services available from the airports to Milan 

GETTING AROUND: 
Metro Public Transit (called ATM)- runs until 12:30 a.m., options for ticket purchases range from a single ride to 10 rides, 
24 or 48 hour passes.
Taxi – sometimes easier to go to a taxi stand rather than flag down a cab.
Hop On Hop Off (Red Bus)- $25 for 24 hours, $29 for 48 hours.  A recorded commentary can be purchased on the bus.

SIGHTS TO VISIT:
Duomo – Milan’s showplace cathedral, open daily, dress modestly, no shorts or sleeveless tops
Duomo Rooftop – you can take the elevator or stairs (there is a cost).  From the rooftop view the spires, the city and 
square and maybe even the Alps.
Duomo Museum – historical church art; closed Mondays
The Last Supper in the Church of Santa Maria delle Grazie; closed Mondays; cost is approximately €12, plus additional 
for an English tour; show up 20 minutes before your scheduled time.    Reservations go on sale about three months prior 
to viewing dates and fill up quickly.  If tickets are sold out, another option is to book a tour that includes viewing the 
painting.
La Scala Opera House and Museum – open daily; from the museum you may be able to see into the actual opera house 
and view the stage and seating.
 
*All prices subject to change.
 
PDG Lion Bill Simpson
International Convention Chair

102 
INTERNATIONAL 

CONVENTION 
MILANO, ITALY

buon giorno!

eaton rapids 
lions  

celebrate  
75 years
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>  LIONS MD 11 CONVENTION NEWS

2019 MD11 CONVENTION MAY 16-18 

MD 11 LIONS CONVENTION KICK-OFF 

P ICN IC
Hosted by Leader Dogs for the Blind
1039 S. Rochester Rd  |  Rochester Hills, MI 48307 

888.777.5332

COST $10/person - REGISTER TODAY
NAME        
#ATTENDEES    TOTAL $    
RSVP your attendance today or include with your convention 

registration form to:  
Lions of Michigan
5730 Executive Dr.
Lansing, MI 48911

ENJOY A CAMPUS TOUR, FOOD AND A GROUP SERVICE PROJECT

THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019  |  6PM

~Bus transportation from 
hotel to Leader Dog

(available an extra $5)
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LIONS MD11 CONVENTION NEWS <

MD 11 Lions  
Convention!
Featuring 3VP  
Brian  Sheehan 
May 16-18, 2019 

Auburn Hills  
Marriott Pontiac

Save the Date 
for the

 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:  
Platinum Sponsor - $1,000.00

Speaking opportunity during the Saturday Awards Banquet 
(up to 10 minutes); Full page advertisement in Lion Pride 

publication; advertisement in the convention proceedings 
booklet; complimentary exhibitor table; your banner 

displayed throughout entire event 

Gold Sponsor - $500.00 
Speaking opportunity during the Friday evening Welcome 

Reception and Dinner (up to 5 minutes) or Saturday Awards 
Breakfast; Full page (7.5” tall x 4.5” wide) advertisement in 
proceedings booklet; complimentary exhibitor table; your 

banner displayed throughout entire event 
 

Silver Sponsor - $400.00 
Full page (7.5” tall x 4.5” wide) advertisement in proceedings 

booklet; complimentary exhibitor table; insert included in 
Welcome Packet; your banner displayed throughout entire 

event 

 
 

Bronze Sponsor - $300.00
Thursday pre-convention picnic or Hospitality Room Sponsor; 
Listing in proceedings booklet; complimentary exhibitor table; 

insert included in Welcome Packet; your banner displayed 
throughout entire event

Heart of a Lion Sponsor - $150.00
One of four Breakout Session Sponsors; insert included in 
Welcome Packet; advertisement in proceedings booklet

All sponsors who commit by April 1, 2019 will be listed on the 
promotional materials, recognition at the convention, in the 
Lion Pride, on the Lions of Michigan website and Facebook 
page, Checks should be made out to Lions of Michigan and 

can be mailed to: Lions of MI, 5730 Executive Dr., Lansing, MI 
48911

May 16-18, 2019  CenterPointE Marriott, Auburn Hills, MI

Sponsorships for the Lions of Michigan Annual MD 11 Lions Convention

The Lions of Michigan are pleased to offer the opportunity for Corporate 
 Club and Personal
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              > LIONS OF MICHIGAN INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION

LCIF – Lions Clubs 
International Foundation

LOCATION

Wyndham Garden, Ann Arbor, MI

DoubleTree Hotel, Bay City, MI

Michindoh Conference Center, Hillsdale, MI

Four Points Sheraton, Kalamazoo, MI

Dominican Center at Marywood, Grand Rapids, MI

Comfort Inn & Suites, Mt. Pleasant, MI

Shanty Creek, Bellaire, MI

Quality Inn, West Branch, MI

Quality Inn, West Branch, MI

Alpena Ramada Inn, Alpena, MI

Northern Michigan University, Marquette, MI

Auburn Hills Marriott, Pontiac, MI

DATE

April 12-14, 2019

April 12-13, 2019

April 12-13, 2019

March 22-23, 2019

March 23, 2019

March 15-17, 2019

April 12-14, 2019

April 5-7, 2019

April 26-27, 2019

May 3-5, 2019

April 26-28, 2019

May 16-18, 2019

2019
DISTRICT CONVENTION DATES

upcoming

SPEAKER

IPID Nicolin Moore

PID Mel Bray

PID Dana Biggs

2nd VP Haynes Townsend

ID Tom Gordon

ID Gary Brown

IPID Joyce Middleton

PID Linda Tincher

ID Pat Vanette

TBA

PIP Bob Corlew

3rd VP Brian Sheehan

DISTRICT

11 A1

11 A2

11 B1

11 B2

11 C1

11 C2

11 D1

11 D2

11 E1

11 E2

SD 10

MD11

UNIONVILLE 
SEBEWAING AREA 

LIONS CLUB 

Are hosting their Famous Annual Cheese and Wine Evening on 16th 
February at the American Legion Club in on M25 in Sebewaing.  
The evening starts at 6pm with ample wine tasting, hor’s doeuvres, live 
music, cash bar, raffles, 50/50 and local artists and vendors. Bring a friend 
or a date and receive $5 off two tickets! Contact Lindy Wineman at 989-
450-3644 for tickets. 

COMING  
SOON !
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CLUB Happenings:
District A1 • District Editor: Linda Tate
18475 Klinger St., Detroit, MI 48234 
tatel50@yahoo.com

11 A1
DG Shirley Kelly 
MONROE • WAYNE
www.metrodetroitlions.org

11 A2
DG Jack Patton
MACOMB • OAKLAND
www.lionsdistrict11a2.org

Clarkston Area Lions 
provided 109 free Kidsight 
screenings on December 8th.  

Lake Orion Lions partnered 
with Lake Orion United 
Methodist Church for this 
year’s Taste of the Town on 
February 23rd at Kings Court 
Castle at Canterbury Village. 
Enjoy an evening of sampling 
delicious foods from many 
Lake Orion and Oxford area 
restaurants, as well as a 
silent auction, live auction, 
music and dancing. Proceeds 
benefit the two non-profits. 
Tickets are limited. Visit 
LakeOrionLions.org for more 
information and tickets. 
 
Ortonville Lions volunteered 

District A2 • District Editor: James Boomer
3250 Stacey Circle, Oxford, MI 48371
 jboomer1965@att.net

to help set up the 
Christmas Toy Store at St. 
Anne’s on December 7th.  

Rochester Lions held their 
Foster Children’s Christmas 
Party on December 4th. The 
Lions purchased gifts for 30 
kids with money raised by the 
Boo Crew Haunted House. The 
Elk Club provided the location 
and pizza for the children 
and their families to enjoy. 

Berkley Lions Club President 
Alan Kideckel and Vice 
President Kathy Graham 
participated in the Royal 
Oak Beaumont Hospital’s 
Moonbeams for Sweet 
Dreams. 
 

Fraser Lions hosted their 
Breakfast with Santa on 
December 16th. 
Shelby Township Lions had a 
charity event, The Rock Show, 
on January 19th. The rock 
tribute show proceeds went 
to Leader Dogs for the Blind.  

Royal Oak Lions won the Top 
Dog awards from Leader Dogs 
for the Blind. 
Ray Township Lions had 
several members in 
attendance at the Leader Dog 
Kickoff Dinner where they 
made a $1,000 donation.  

The Eastpointe Lions will have 
their 13th Annual All You Can 
Eat Steak ‘n Shrimp dinner 
on February 22nd. Cocktails 
start at 6 p.m. and dinner 
begins at 7 p.m. For tickets 
and questions, call Lion Bill at 
586-495-1495 or Lion Ken at 
586-264-2826. 

              Region News <

Canton Lions Euchre Fund-
raiser Saturday Febryart 23rd 
at 7pm at the Plymouth Elks 
Club call 734 844 3949 for 
more information. 

              REGION NEWS <

Greater HP/Detroit 
Downtown Lions were 
visited by Governor Kelly and 
FVDG Norris and presented 
Chevrons to various 
members.

Detroit Westown Hartford 
Lions packed food bags for 
school students to take home 
on weekends. The bags are 
distributed to several schools 
in the area. 

Brownstown Lions Club 
hosted their Adopt-a-Child 
Christmas Party and was 
visited by Governor Shirley 
Kelly. 

Troy Community Lions VP Bill 
Gelement is shown presenting 
a check to Troy Stage Nature 
Center Naturalist Christina 
Funk.  The club recently 
adopted a rescued Great 
Horned Owl named Autumn. 
Christina introduced Autumn 
to the members and answered 
questions.

The Troy Community Lions recently 
awarded their Peace Poster prize to Dilayia 
Dickerson, a 6th grader at Troy Baker Middle 
School.  The theme for the contest was: 
Kindness Matters. Pictured left to right: 
Devvon Smith (Dilayia’s grandmother), 
Dilayia Dickerson, Bill Gelement (Troy 
Community Lions VP).

The New Baltimore Lions held a Coat drive 
and giveaway for the community. They 
collected over 400 coats, hats, gloves, 
scarves, and boots. They also served lunch 
for all attendees. Pictured: Lions Tammi 
Graber, Karen Lietke, Laura Szymanski, Tim 
Webb, and Margie Holmes work together 
sorting coats.

The Rochester Lions Club presented 
a check for $1,500 to the Rochester 
Fire Rescue as a matching grant to 
the department’s Christmas fund 
for needy children. Lions president 
Gregg Benshoof, seated on front of 
the fire engine at RFR headquarters, 
holds the check facsimile. Fire Chief 
John Archer (white shirt) is on the 
left. They were joined by several RFR 
members and Lions members for the 
presentation. Archer said the $3,000 
provided Christmas for 10 Rochester 
area kids. 

The American Public Works Association, 
Downriver Branch (APWA) has awarded 
the Westland Lions Pavilion, located in 
Westland Tattan Park, with a 2018 Project 
of the Year Award in the category of Quality 
of Life Projects Less than $1 Million. 
This award also provides eligibility for 
the statewide APWA Project of the Year 
competition. There were seven other 
APWA awards presented at the year-end 
celebration hosted at Lakes of Taylor Golf 
Course Dec. 6. 

In February, the Westland Downtown Development Authority approved a plan to 
construct a new 3,000 square foot, open air pavilion which will complement the existing 
Farmers Market Pavilion and share several of the design elements and building materials. 
The structure comprises 3,000 square feet and serves to accommodate the growing 
popularity of the Westland Farmers and Artisans Marketplace as well as the other 
amenities at Tattan Park, city officials said. 
The pavilion, which is called the “Lions Pavilion” was built as a replacement for the original 
pavilion of the same name which was originally financed and built in the late 1970s and 
was later removed during the remediation of the park. 
The project was designed by OHM Advisors and constructed by Westland based Solé 
Building Co. Construction began in August of 2017 and the pavilion opened for public use 
in June of 2018. The total cost of the project was $610,000.
 “We are thrilled to receive this recognition from the APWA,” commented Mayor William 
R. Wild. “This is the fourth straight year our projects have received a Project of the Year 
Award from the downriver branch. Westland's other award winning projects include 
Westland City Hall in 2015, Newburgh Road Improvements in 2016 and the Parkwood and 
Bennington Road and Water Main Reconstruction in 2017.”

Detroit Northeast and Mid-City 
Lions joined forces to screen students 
for hearing and vision impairments. 
Together Lions Fred Shorter, Harriet 
Robinson, Director Phil Wells, PDG 
Jim Williams and Governor Shirley 
Kelly screened about 360 students. 

Dearborn Heights Lions Peppermint Candy Cane 
sales for Christmas 2018 went well. Lions PDG 
Terry Treppa, CS Maureen Treppa, and Bill Ghrist 
participated in the event. 
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District B1 • District Editor: Barry Allen
19230 Sharon Valley Rd., Manchester, MI 48158
BarryRAllen@aol.com

Ann Arbor Host Lions packed 75 
snack bags that were delivered 
to the VA Healthcare System. 
Members also delivered 
packaged socks and underwear. 
 
Bedford Area Lions 
continue their cherry 
juice sales every Tuesday, 
3-6 pm at the clubhouse. 
 
Blissfield Area Lions Club 
is planning for their annual 
reverse raffle which will be 
held on February 2nd, see 
Dick Saxton for tickets. The 
club donated $500 to Wreaths 
Across America to place 500 
wreaths on veterans’ burial 
sites in Pleasant View Cemetery.  
 

Chelsea Lions did marathon 
KidSight in December, 
covering 13 sessions in 9 
locations, screening 220 
preschoolers, with 15 referrals. 

Clinton Lions donated towards 
the Clinton Food Pantry, Senior 
Citizens and the 92 Ministries, 
and donated $300 worth 
of ham to the food pantry. 
They also put together 20 
fruit baskets for the seniors.  

Dexter Lions completed their 
annual Christmas tree sales. 
The Dexter Leos hosted Stuff 
the Bus and collected 5,000 
pounds of food and raised $550.  

11 B1
DG Roger Spriggs
BRANCH • CALHOUN • HILLSDALE
JACKSON • LENAWEE • WASHTENAW
www.11b1lions.org

CLUB Happenings:

11 B2
DG Fran Grabowski 
BERRIEN • CASS • KALAMAZOO
ST. JOSEPH • VAN BUREN
www.e-district.org/sites/11b2.org

District B2 • District Editor: Julie Mayuiers
23250 Van Resort Dr., Mendon, MI 49072
jumayuiers@gmail.com

The Mattawan Lions Club held 
their annual holiday part at Big 
T in Lawton on December 12th. 
A great time was had by all! The 
club will also host their final Soup 
Supper and Euchre game night 
on March 9th. Questions about 
the evening can be sent to mat-
tawanlionsclub@yahoo.com. 

Three Rivers Lions held their 
annual Christmas Party on De-
cember 11th with a full house 
attending.

Bangor Lions  Club will host their 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Satur-
day, April 20th at 11a.m. at Ban-
gor High School. 
 

            > REGION NEWS

Portage Lions President Lau- 
ra was presented a Club and 
President Excellence Patch and 
Lapel Pin for 2017-2018 by Dis-
trict Governor Fran Grabowski. 
The club had an increase in mem-
bership, started new service 
projects, in good standing and 
published the club via social me-
dia, radio and TV station. Lions 
Ruth, Laura, Elvie and PDG Bill 
were presented a 100% atten-
dance lapel pin for 2017-2018.  

Jackson Cascades Lions held 
their annual Christmas Party 
and encouraged everyone 
to donate to Toys 4 Tots, 
amassing $1,700 in toys.  

Jackson Eyeopeners sponsored 
a family for Christmas 
consisting of one adult and 
four children and delivered a 
huge pile of presents to them.  

North Jackson Lions raised $490 
in Lions mint sales and collected 
45 pairs of used eyeglasses and 
donated $100each to the Red 
Cross, Aware Shelter, InterFaith 
Shelter, Youth Haven Ranch, and 
the Salvation Army. Members 
also participated in Shop with a 
Cop.

The Manchester Lions are the District’s 
first MODEL Club for LCIF, donating 
$10,000 towards the Campaign 100 
program. Shown with their MJF plaques 
are Lions Lisa Chisnell, Linda Sullivan, and 
Nancy Loudin.

The Adrian Breakfast Lions 
along with the YMCA of 
Lenawee County hosted over 
200 people at their annual 
Santa at Stubnitz event. The 
Environmental Center building 
was beautifully decorated. 
Guests enjoyed hay rides, 
refreshments, crafts and 
photos with Santa. In keeping 
with the Lions’ literacy 
initiative, each child was given 
a book purchased by the club 
through Scholastic Books. Here 
Santa is reading with 2 year old 
Ella. 

Dexter Lions Club President Karl Bartscht 
presenting a check for $1,500 to the Dexter 
High School first Robotics team, the Dexter 
Dreadbots.

Munith Lions provided 
books for children at Smith 
Elementary School in 
Stockbridge at their Book 
Fair. Books were provided 
through the District Reading 
Action Program. 

Manchester Lions and WISD Leos held a 
Children’s Christmas Party for needy children 
in the community. Kids were greeted with hot 
chocolate and cookies before going shopping 
for gifts for their siblings and parents. Once 
the presents were picked they returned to 
the church hall to wrap and label them before 
Mrs. Claus arrived with gifts. 

Kal Haven Lions led the marching units 
in the annual Bloomingdale Christmas 
In the Park parade and held their 19th 
Annual Kids Christmas Party. The 
event provides a free new toy donated 
by generous members of their 
community, sloppy joe sandwiches, 
cookies and chips, and a picture 
with Santa. Project Kidsight’s Lions 
Pat McFarland, and Rick and Carol 
Young provided free eye screening. 
24 children were screened resulting 

in 4 referrals. Lions Deb Fergeson and Jan Westcott served food while Lions Kathy and 
Patsy Richardson and Marianne Abbott help distribute toys. Nearly 100 children and their 
families enjoyed food and presents.

The Paw Paw Lions Club continued their Paw 
Paw Community Christmas Basket Program. 
Although started by the Paw Paw Lions, this 
project has become one that involves the 
whole community. From the schools and Boy 
Scouts that collect and help sort food, to 
those who put the food in MANY boxes for 
each family, and finally to those who get up 
extremely early on Saturday to fill the boxes 
with turkeys, hams, ground beef, chicken, 
and other perishables and load them into 
vehicles, it does take the whole village to pull 
this signature project off. This year, due to space restrictions, 91 families had a Merry 
Christmas thanks to this project. 

Three Rivers Lions had a busy December 
15th as they held their annual food basket 
and toy distribution to families in St. Joseph 
County. The Lions purchased turkeys, hams 
and cereal while the Three Rivers schools 
held a canned good drive and Walther’s 
Farms donated the potatoes. More than 20 
Lions members were available to help load 
nearly 100 vehicles with a turkey or ham, 
box of canned goods, dry cereal and a bag of 
potatoes. 

For the sixth year in a row, the Marine Corps League #1401 collected toys donated around 
the area at local businesses in collection boxes as well as donations from individual 
businesses. This year they were able to provide toys to over 370 children in the county. 
Paymaster Steven Gary of the Marines was on hand along with the Three Rivers ladies 
basketball team, Coach Bingaman and his son to load the toys.

On December 
14 the Sister 
Lakes Lions 
Club packed 
33 Christmas 
b a s k e t s 
i n c l u d i n g 
c o m p l e t e 
t u r k e y 

dinners, cereal, eggs, cookies and mac n’ 
cheese. The local grade school donated 
1,200 items of food. Kreamo bakery 
donated 40 loaves of bread and local 
farmers, Gary and Patty Bartley donated 
Delicious Apples. 

Buchanan-Galien Leos 
Ash and Dan helped Lion 
Lewis Lambert and his 
wife, Betty, pack boxes 
of food for distribution 
to Galien area families as 
part of the community 
Christmas for the Less 
Fortunate program. Over 
30 families benefitted 

from the combined giving and love offering 
of all Galien community churches and the 
Buchanan-Galien Leos and Lions. 



Laingsburg Lions hosted 
their Dinner with Your Lions 
spaghetti dinner. All were 
welcome to enjoy free spa-
ghetti, salad and breadsticks.  

Mason Lions presented a $750 
check to Debbie Zielinski of the 
Food Bank. In addition, club 
members distributed $500 in 
Christmas food certificates. 

Olivet Lions Club partnered with 
Williams Farm Machinery for the 
month of January. Williams Farm 
Machinery will donate $20 for all 
Stihl products purchased. 

Cedar Springs Lions will have 
a Pancake Breakfast on Feb-
ruary 16th and March 16th.  
 
The Lakewood Lions and 
Eversight will host their 
8th Annual Night of Sight 
event on March 26th.  
 
Over 25 Saranac Lions and 
volunteers helped to make 
and sell peanut brittle again 
this year. This annual project 
has helped make available 
thousands of dollars for Lions 
Club projects.
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Elsie Lions Club hosted their 
26th Annual Wild Game Night 
on January 14th. Guest Speak-
er, Dan McMaster, spoke on 
wildlife and pheasants in the 
past, present and the future.  

Durand Lions held their 
Christmas Party at The Iron 
Horse on December 14th. 
 
Greater Perry Lions next Bin-
go Night will be March 3rd 
at Perry City Hall on the 3rd 
floor. Doors open at 3pm and 
games begin at 4pm. Email 
GreaterPerryAreaL ions@
gmail.com with questions.  

Hopkins Lions Club partnered 
with the Hopkins Boosters for 
their 2019 Kentucky Derby Par-
ty. Tickets are $100/person and 
come with grilled prime rib, 
chicken, kielbasa, traditional 
sides, desserts for every sweet 
tooth, open bar, music, and 
dancing. $500 cash prizes are 
drawn at the top of each hour 
starting at 7p.m. and $250 at 
the bottom of each hour. Door 
prizes with a minimum value of 
$250 are drawn every 15 min-
utes. Join the fun on February 
16th at St. Mary’s Visitation 
Hall. Call Lion Mary Howard for 
tickets at 793-3299.

              REGION NEWS <

The Hartland Lions Club was awarded a 
Community Give Back from the Hartland 
Area Chamber of Commerce at their Holiday 
Luncheon on December 6th. Pictured Left 
to Right: Kevin Brannen Hartland Area 
Chamber of Commerce President, Hartland 
LC President Kurt Stromlund, Lion Dennis 
Brewer and Lion Jake Andrews. 

DeWitt Breakfast Lions Club President Greg 
Houghtaling introduced Olivia Bryant and 
Alexandria Sump from the Lions of Michigan All 
State Band. This will be Olivia’s fifth year and Alex’s 
first. Olivia spoke about growing with the band and 
traveling to Hawaii, Japan, Chicago, Las Vegas and 
looking forward to Italy in July. She will be going 
to Ferris State next year and hopes she can make 
the band again. Both girls attend Ovid-Elsie High 
School. Alex is looking forward to learning different 
cultures and traveling. 

Grand Ledge Lions Joanne For and 
Judy Sena recently purchased $700 
worth of much needed gifts to 40 
underprivileged students from Grand 
Ledge High School. The gifted items 
are made up of mostly personal items 
common to most kids but needed by 
this group of 20 boys and 20 girls. School 
Counselor Nancy Folkertsma received 
the items and distributed them before 
the children left for Christmas break. 

Fruitport Lions hosted their 14th annual Old-
Fashioned Christmas Days on December 7th and 
8th. The event has grown in popularity each year 
since it was moved from Englewood Farms to 
Pomona Park; with well over a record 600 people 
attending this fun free community event on Friday 
night alone! They have up to 15 live decorated 
Christmas trees in the park, light decorations in 
and around the park pavilion, a large 40x40 tent 
is put up for the entertainment, hayrides throughout the night, cardboard sled contest 
with prizes, serving of hot coffee, hot chocolate, hot dogs, chips, and cookies, supervised 
sledding on the park hill, and a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
The school system provides much of the entertainment with bands and a choir and the 
elementary school’s art department provides the kid’s paintings for the pavilion. They 
receive a lot of help from the Leos, Lioness, Fruitport Schools football team, Robotic 
team, National Honors Society, Boy Scouts and a number of community individuals along 
with support from Fruitport Township and the Village of Fruitport. 

Dorr Township Lions and the American Legion Post 
127 worked together putting on a hot dog lunch with a 
visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus for about 100 children 
and adults on December 1st. Free lunch and gifts were 
given to all who attended. 

GVSU Campus Lions Club 
members recently adopted 
a highway through MDOT’s 
Adopt-A-Highway program. 
Six GVSU Lions walked 
along M-45 and picked up 
trash and other domestic 
refuse scattered along the 
roadway. Their cleanup 
location was along M-45 
between 128th and 144th 
Avenue in Ottawa County.

Lakewood Lions saw a need for a 
local resident who after suffering 
several strokes had trouble with 
her mobility and was at risk for 
falls. In an attempt to help keep 
her safe, while entering and 
exiting her home, the Lakewood 
Lions installed a ramp which they 
purchased from Amramp out of 
Holland, MI. 

Lyons Muir 
Lions along with 
help from Alto, 
Saranac and the 
Lakewood Area 
Lions joined 
forces together 
and distribute a 
variety of health 
care items to 
the Veterans at the Aleda E. Lutz Veterans Medical 
Center in Saginaw, MI. Volunteers delivered over 
40 cartons of needed items plus, cash donations 
from several American Legion Units. Pictured left to 
right: Lions Ken Adamy, Lion Marv Ludwick, Lion Earl 
Howell, Lion Carol Ludwick, Adam Hayward-Lupo, 
and Lions Bill Sutton. 

Muskegon Northside Lions will be celebrating 
40 years of service to the Northside 
community this year. Their dedication for 
the Muskegon Veteran’s Memorial Causeway 
restoration project recently replaced the 
main flag pole, which was in disrepair, along 
with replacing 214 veterans’ memorial 
plaques. With a generous donation and the 
help from Erickson Crane, the new 70-foot 
flag pole was installed. 

MSU Campus Lions 
donated many gifts to 
Brandon’s Defense and 
the Sparrow Hospital 
Pediatrics floor. 
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The Emmett Lions sponsored 
their 100th blood drive on 
January 3rd. Their first was on 
the first Thursday in October 
of 1975. Each pint of blood 
helps 3 patients, which mean 
the Emmett Lions have helped 
over 11,500 patients.

Anchor Bay Lions hosted the 
4th annual bingo fundraiser. 
This very popular event sells 
out the 100 available tickets 
in a very short time. The 
event includes professional 
entertainers who lip sync 
and perform to popular 
music. Proceeds from the 
fundraiser go towards Anchor 

Bay Lions annual food 
basket giveaway and other 
community outreach events.  

Applegate Lions helped two 
families with Christmas from 
the GoodFellow project. 

Marine City Lions Club hosts 
their Wild Game Dinner on 
February 11th. 50/50, door 
prizes, raffles and more. For 
tickets/donation or more 
information call 810-434-
4502 or 586-615-2765. 
 
 
 

Linden Lions held an-
other successful Christ-
mas tree sale and took 
part in the Linden Holiday 
Happenings parade and 
served cocoa and cookies.  

Mayville Lions had their an-
nual “Light Up the Tree” fes-
tivities early in December. 
Pictured is Lion Bob Moss 
with children getting their 
picture with St. Nick. During 
the event the “We Can Read” 
program also handed out 
books to promote literacy. 
The evening concluded with 
the Kingston club joining 
Mayville for a holiday dinner. 
 

Gaines Area Lions Club donat-
ed $200 to the Gaines Com-
munity council Christmas food 
baskets and cooked the Annual 
Breakfast with Santa at Gaines 
Elementary School serving 
about 110 people. As well as 
had a KidSight Screening with 
three of our Lions and the help 
of Lion Keith Cregar serving 
44 children with two referrals.  

Bay City Lions Club had a busy 
December with their Annual 
Steak Fry, Annual Cookie Walk, 
Annual Children’s Christmas 
Party with around 300 children 
and parents present, caroling, 
and Salvation Army bell ringing.  

St. Clair Shores Lions will 
host their Drag Queen Bingo 
on February 23rd. Contact 
Michelle at 810-531-8686 for 
tickets or more information. 

Memphis Lions assembled 
Christmas baskets and special 
bags for the resident at the 
Richmond MediLodge. 

            > REGION NEWS

Cass City Lions participated in 
the annual Cass City Christmas 
in the Village Chili Cook-off. 
They also held their 50/50 raf-
fle during the Christmas in the 
Village Parade to raise money 
for projects they sponsor. 

Harsens Island Lions had a full 
house for their Breakfast with 
Santa. All the children had a chance 
to visit with Santa and the children 
under the age of 12 received a gift 
from him. 

Fenton Lions, at their Christmas dinner, collected hoodies 
for kids at the Ennis Center for Children. The Ennis Center 
in Flint works with abused and/or neglected children, 
annually reaching over 3,500 Michigan children and 
families in crisis. They help over 300 children daily in 
their foster care program alone, and serve all counties 
in Southeast Michigan. They find adoptive families for 
children, including those with special needs, and also work 
with delinquent teens, helping them stay safe, in school, 
and on a path toward productive adulthood. 

Flushing Lions Club presented Lion 
Peggy Yats the Lion of the Year award. 
Lion Peggy has been a member for 11 
years. She was invied into the Club by her 
father who passed away a few years later. 
She has been President twice, is their 
mint chairman, and is now membership 
chairman. Peggy has been blind from 
birth and has had three Leader Dogs. 
She takes her notes in Braille and misses 
nothing. Lion Nick Daddario, last year’s 
Lion of the Year, presented her with the 
award. 

Swartz Creek Lions Club, on December 19th, present the SCHS Special Education 
Department with a Heat Transfer Machine (& Vinyl) in order to start a new program, 
which is setting up their own business, creating, designing and making clothing, license 
plates, window stickers, etc. “This will enable special needs students to gain life skills, job 
experience, social skills and overall work experience in their own School Store” according 
to Ashley Green, Teacher Consultant for Special Education. Mike Pepin, Special Education 
Teacher and Rodney Hetherton, Assistant Superintendent at Swartz Creek Schools also 
attended the presentation which occurred at “The Draft” in Swartz Creek. This represents 
1/3 of the monies raised annually ($2,700 in 2018) at their Bill & Monte Morgan Spaghetti 
Dinner Fundraiser. District Governor Joe and his wife, Kathy Bogar, attended and both 
gave wonderful & informative year-end presentations to the club. 

Montrose Lions Club sponsors 
their Santa Store every year, 
this being the 10th year. Their 
President, Jerry Whitney, started 
and coordinates it. It was another 
successful year providing Christmas 
presents for 150 children.

Grand Blanc Lions provided gifts and food 
for a Grand Blanc family-in-need at Christmas. 
This is the third year the club has worked with 
the FISH organization to help residents in their 
school district. The club also helped with the 
11D1 sickle cell project to get Christmas gifts 
for children affected by sickle cell disease. 
Lions met with 18 families on three different 
dates at the Meijer store in Burton, so they 
could choose $50 worth of toys, clothes or 
electronics. The club is currently working on 
getting warm clothing, blankets, etc. together 
for My Brother’s Keeper, a shelter that serves 
homeless men and veterans in Flint. 

Anchor Bay Lions assembled and distributed 50 food 
baskets for families in need. The Anchor Bay Lions 
members work with the New Baltimore Police Department 
to identify families in need. The baskets are the result of 
several fundraising and collection efforts throughout the 
year. On Monday, December 17th the Anchor Bay Lions 
Club members and families gathered to sort and build the 
food baskets. Baskets consisted of a large tote filled with 
nonperishable items, as well as, fresh fruit, vegetables, 
baked goods and a turkey for a holiday meal. 

Pictured: Dennis McIntire presenting the 
students of Sandusky High School with two 
checks to go towards the project. The first 
check was from the Jeddo Lions Club for 
$1,000 and the second was a $300 in memory 
of SGT Larry A. McIntire – USMC who passed 
away two weeks before. 

The students of Sandusky High School are off to 
a great start raising funds for the Sanilac County 
War Memorial on the Courthouse Campus. The 
goal is to raise $40,000. Last week a Sanilac 
County resident stepped up and committed to 
match all donations made between November 
27th and December 15th. 

The cornerstone is the first stone set in a foundation.  It is 
important because all other stones will be set in reference to it.    
The Metamora Lions recently lost the cornerstone of their club, Harold Best.  Harold 
was a member of the club for 62 years and was firmly committed to our community 
as well as to the club.  He was a lifetime member of the club, a Lion of the Year, 
as well as a Melvin Jones recipient.  He had many other honors in his lifetime, all 
pointing to what a great man Harold was. He was an icon in our community and 
was known as the “Father of Metamora”, a name given as he was a champion of 
this area’s history.  Harold had thousands of pictures, written stories, and various 
items that painted a picture of Metamora, when it was just a one horse town.  His 
memory was incredible and he would be able to tell stories for hours about the early 
life here in Metamora and the surrounding area.  Many of our members are directly 
related to Harold; sons, brothers, brothers-in-law, nephews and others are directly 
the result of him bringing them in to our organization.  Personally, I believe he was 
the epitome of what every Lion should be: humble, smart, caring, family oriented 
and giving.  Our cornerstone, Harold, was set and our current members have been 
set accordingly in reference to him.  He was truly a great man, a great member, a 
great friend and great family man.  He gave many things to our community and his 
legacy will continue through the work of the Metamora Lions for years to come.   
Brian Betzold



VOLUME 47 • ISSUE 3          WWW.LIONSOFMI.COM  LION PRIDE MAGAZINE • 15

District E2 • District Editor: David Zimmer
PO Box 384, Petoskey, MI 49770 
dlz47@gmail.com

11 E2
DG Gordon Harris 
ALCONA • ALPENA • ANTRIM • ARENAC • CHARLEVOIX 
CHEBOYGAN • CRAWFORD EMMET • GLADWIN • IOSCO 
KALKASKA • MONTMORENCY • OGEMAW • OSCODA 
OTSEGO • PRESQUE ISLE • ROSCOMMON
www.e-district.org/sites/11e2

11 E1
DG Al Roesler 
BENZIE • CLARE • GRAND TRAVERSE • ISABELLA
LAKE • LEELANAU • MANISTEE • MASON • MECOSTA 
MIDLAND • MISSAUKEE • MONTCALM
NEWAYGO • OCEANA • OSCEOLA • WEXFORD
www.millions11e1.org

Big Rapids Lions Club 
provided 210 dictionar-
ies for 3rd grade students 
throughout Big Rapids.  

Harrison Lions put together 12 
food baskets for the local Har-
rison veterans in December.  

Colman Lions screened 122 
children during Santa Ex-
press from December 11-13. 
Each child screened received 
a book to take home. The 
Lions also sponsored two 
families to buy gifts for each 
family and provided a tur-
key for their family dinner.  
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Petoskey Lion’s President 
Julie Haase honored Lion 
Hubert Hayes with a pin for 
his 65 years as a Petoskey 
Lion as of January 1, 2019.  

The Cheboygan Lions Club 
supported the Cheboygan 
County Junior Golf Academy 
with a $100.00 donation and 
financial support to purchase 
hearing aids for a local resident.  
 
Boyne Valley Lion’s President 
Jill Jury presented Service 
Award Chevrons to Lion 
Bob Prebble for 50 years 
of service and Lions Ralph 
Gillette for 40 years of service. 
 
 

Coleman Lions offered free 
Kidsight screening at Sanford’s 
Santa Express December 11-
13th. Each child received a 
book after their screening.  

Stanton Lions had a busy Holi-
day Season hosting a Christmas 
meal for senior citizens and 
preparing packages of food for 
distribution to families in need. 
 
Cedar/Maple City Lions Club 
held their Cabin Fever Reliever 
soup supper on January 12th. 
Attendees had to choice of 
venison chili, chicken noodle, 
or broccoli and cauliflower 
cheddar soup, a sloppy joe or 

Grayling Lions celebrated 
the holidays with their 
Grayling Lions Club Christmas 
Party on December 20th.  

Elk Rapids Lions hosted 
their annual community 
dinner on December 1st.  

Hillman Lions visited 
Hillman Elementary 5th 
grade student’s Craft 
Party on December 7th. 
Their first project was 
Christmas ornaments.  

Oscoda Lions held their annual 
lunch with Santa on December 
1st. Over 240 children visited 

Fremont Lions Club had a wonderful turnout at their Christmas party. The 32 Lions 
members and their families in attendance provided a nice contribution to the True North 
Toys for Tots program. Lions Jim Patterson and Pete Slovinski lead the club in a truly 
inspirational Christmas sing-along. 

The Edmore Lions Club sponsored a 10,000 pound Feeding America Food Truck in 
Early December. More than 200 families received a large box of food for the holiday 
season. In addition, thanks to donations of boots and shoes from Wolverine, and 
hats, gloves and coats from the Cedar Lake Acts of Kindness, families went away with 
much more than the food assistance. These combined efforts helped families in need 
to have a better holiday season. Funds for the project came from two sources. The 
Edmore Lions sold 100 spiral cut hams to generate funds. The other source is a life sized 
Christmas cards on an easel placed in the local Chemical Bank Branch, with a note that 
asks residents in Edmore to sign the card and make a cash contribution to the Edmore 
Lions Club, in lieu of sending out Christmas cards!

The Sheridan Lions Club delivered 
18 gift bags to local widow/widowers 
and families that recently lost a 
loved one on December 18th. The 
bags contained fruits, candies 
and crossword books. They also 
contained homemade Christmas 
cards that were provided by the 
Central Montcalm 4th graders. 
These cards are a big hit and loved 
by everyone that receives them. 

Midland Lions had a Holiday Party and 
celebrated with 27 coats for kids and 15 
Toys for Tots. The Lions rang bells for 
the Salvation Army, served a Holiday 
meal and passed out gifts to Senior 
Citizens at one of Midland’s Senior 
Centers and hosted a party for special 
children in grades 1-3 from the Midland 
Public Schools.

grilled cheese, and a piece of 
pie from the wide selection.  

Mesick Lions began Smiles for 
Christmas this year. The club 
provided a new toy for each stu-
dent in the Mesick Elementary, 
Preschool, Homeschooled and 
newborn to preschool child.  

Chippewa Lake-Mecosta Lions 
partnered with the Mecosta 
VFW and held their annual 
Lions Christmas Party on De-
cember 15th. All children, 6th 
grad and below could come 
visit Santa and receive a gift. 

The Central Lake Lions members 
donated $1,300 to help start the local 
high school Manna project to provide 
food for high school students to take 
home, along with instruction on meal 
planning and preparing food. Lioness 
Club and individual members of the 
school exceeded their goal to get the 
project started. 

The Central Lake Lions also met 
with Eversight Representative 
Dennis Richardson and Leader 
Dog Chair Lion Julie Haase along 
with local resident Melanie Ludy 
and her Leader Dog Casi. Dennis, 
Julie, and Melanie were available 
to pass out information and answer 
questions. Leader Dog Casi was a 
big hit with kids and adults alike. 
They also collected eyeglasses and 
had Leader Dog coloring pages for 
the kids. 

The Oscoda Lions Club joined in on the fun again this year at the Northern Lights Parade. 
For the 13th year the Northern Lights Parade illuminated Oscoda’s streets with an array 

of beautifully lighted floats, a military color 
guard, the high school band, marchers and 
riders and lots of candy. Many thanks go 
to Lions Bob T, Devon, Dustin and Rick for 
the colorful, refreshing updates they made 
to Rudolph, his team and the sleigh. Our 
float received the “Best of Glow” award 
in the organization category. Thanks go 
also to Lion Bob V. who provides a home 
for Rudolph and the generator to keep 
him bright, to Lions Chuck who hauled the 
float and the Lion elves who walked along 
passing out treats to the kids. 

Fairview-Comins Lions Club 
Christmas wreath project went very 
well this year. Each of these beautiful 
wreaths were sold for $25. 

with Santa and received gifts 
from him, and more than 
340 lunches were served. 
  
Roscommon-Higgins Lake 
Lions Club passed out hot 
dogs at Ausable Bakery as 
part of the Christmas in the 
Village on December 1st.  

Rose City Lions presented the 
Lifetime Award to Lion Willard 
Wangler for serving over 31 
years. 



Lions and Lioness Clubs are the 
foundation of the Eversight mission  
to restore sight and prevent blindness 
through the healing power of donation, 
transplantation and research. 

As Lions, you know the difference restored sight 
makes in the life of someone affected by blindness or 
vision loss. Colton (pictured above) nearly lost his 
vision after a fishing accident. Today, he can see a 
bright future thanks to a cornea transplant.

To show our appreciation for the dynamic partnership 
between the Lions and Eversight, we created Sight 
Leaders. Each year, clubs making a total annual 
donation of $3,000 or more during the Lions’ fiscal 
year receive a patch for the club’s banner. Clubs with 
contributions between $500–$2,999 receive a Sight 
Supporter collectors pin.

Learn more about our sight-restoring mission at eversightvision.org/lions.
Eversight     •     4889 Venture Drive, Ann Arbor MI 48108     •     (734) 780-2675     •     ateska@eversightvision.org.

Club banner patch

Sight Leaders
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Sight Supporter

Club banner patch
Contribute at least $3,000 and cover the 
transplantation expenses for someone  
in need.

Exclusive yearly pin
You can be a driving force for restored 
sight by contributing $500 or more 
every year.
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