
Youth Camps and Exchange 
  

Youth Camps and Exchange (YCE) has programs all around the world and is designed for young people between the ages 
of 15 and 22 to create and foster a spirit of understanding among peoples of the world. 

By providing an avenue for global fellowship, the YCE program aims to help youth initiate, grow and maintain 
international relationships promoting cultural education and international peace You remember hosting an exchange youth 
in the past or at least you’ve heard someone else talk about it.  If not ask around or see for yourself. 
.    

Become a Host Family 
Are you interested in learning about other cultures and ways of life while sharing your own customs and experiences? 

Are open-mindedness, tolerance and cultural competence of high importance to you? Do you have a desire to contribute 
towards peace, international understanding and the creation of global citizenship in youth? If you answered yes to any of 

these questions, you may enjoy being a host family for the Lions Youth Camps and Exchange (YCE) Program! 
Benefits of Hosting 

Hosting an exchange youth is guaranteed to be a rewarding experience because: 

• You experience the joy of sharing your culture and daily customs 
• You learn about the exchange youth’s customs and culture 
• You open a new world of possibilities and thinking to the exchange youth 
• You make a new friend - maybe a friend for life 

The YCE program is comprised of two major parts: international exchanges and international camps. Exchanges typically 
last for 4-6 weeks with the help of host families (Lions or non-Lions), sponsor clubs and host clubs. Camps last for 1-2 
weeks and are operated voluntarily by the hosting Lions club. Sound interesting? Contact your District Youth Exchange 
Chair or MD11 Youth Exchange Chair John Daoud PDG 248-828-5648 

Are you ready to embark on a life changing adventure that will open your mind and heart?  Are you curious about other 
cultures and ways of life?  Do you want to develop your skills in a second language? Would you like to cultivate new 
friendships with individuals that have different backgrounds, beliefs, and customs than you?  The Youth Camps and 
Exchange (YCE) Program may be the opportunity you are seeking.  

Benefits of Participation 
As an exchange youth, you will: 

• Live with a family in another country 
• Meet people your age from around the world 
• Learn about what it means to be a Lion or Leo in another country 
• Deepen your understanding of yourself and the world around you 
• Learn how to foster peace and understanding among peoples of the world 

As an exchange youth you can expect to be immersed in a unique cultural experience with Lions and Leo club members 
supporting your YCE journey.  Your host family will treat you as a member of the family, expecting your engagement in 
typical daily routines and family meals.  You will participate in social activities, possibly service projects and visit cultural 
places of interest. You will familiarize yourself with the customs, expectations and basic language of the host country 
prior to your visit and have a desire to learn more. 
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